Differences in gene expression between clonal variants of Mycobacterium tuberculosis emerging as a result of microevolution.
Clonal variants of Mycobacterium tuberculosis can emerge as a result of microevolution in a single host or after sequential infection of different hosts. The significance of subtle genotypic variations is still unknown. In three of the four loci analyzed from clonal variants differing in only one MIRU-VNTR locus, we found that the expression of the adjacent genes was modulated differently. These data highlight the potential advantages that acquisition of subtle variability may have in M. tuberculosis.